
First years of the DENSE community –
the Doctoral Education Network of SAFER

What is DENSE?

1. New salary funding instrument in SAFER2028 for doctoral candidates
2. Operational funding for scientific activities and mobility
3. Networking of doctoral candidates

Coordinator (DENSECO manager) Jarmo Ala-Heikkilä, jarmo.ala-heikkila@aalto.fi 

e DENSE information at poster 
https://safer2028.fi/dense/ 
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▪ Nuclear safety and nuclear waste management: multi-disciplinarity

▪ Evaluations of past SAFIR and KYT programmes: scientific level

▪ Various benefits of networking and expanding views

▪ DENSE postulated in SAFER2028 Framework Plan (MEAE 2022:43)

▪ Supervised by Steering Group 5

▪ Coordinated by Aalto, LUT and UH
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Background



▪ Mailing list dense-network@list.aalto.fi: 90 addresses

• 49 PhD students

• 20 supervisors and instructors

• 21 others (SG5, SAFER administration and management etc.)

▪ 8 universities and 4 research institutes represented

▪ 12 messages were sent to mailing list in 2025

▪ The web site https://safer2028.fi/dense/ also in use
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DENSE network in January 2026
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▪ In 2023-25, 5 PhD students received salary funding from DENSE projects

• Other SAFER projects provided salaries for many more PhD students

▪ CORF (Aalto) 2023

▪ REST (UEF) 2023-26

▪ SurePhD (UH) 2023-26

▪ MOXSEAL (UH) 2024-27

▪ NCGDENSE (LUT) 2024-27

▪ Two new DENSE projects starting in 2026
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DENSE salary funding



▪ Funding of 38 k€ available annually for mobility and other scientific 

activities of DENSE network members

• Participation in conferences, workshops, and summer schools and other mobility

• Funding for publications, infrastructure, equipment, and materials

▪ Two funding calls per year: February and August-September

• Limitation: accepted funding must be used by end of January

▪ Applications collected by DENSE coordinator, decisions made by SG5
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Funding for mobility and activities (1/2)



Funding calls of 2023-2025 in a nutshell:

▪ Spring 2023: 9 applications, 7 accepted (12.0 k€)

▪ Autumn 2023: 2 applications, 2 accepted (2.3 k€)

▪ Spring 2024: 8 applications, 8 accepted (13.5 k€)

▪ Autumn 2024: 1 application, 1 accepted (1.5 k€)

▪ Spring 2025: 11 applications, 11 accepted (18.1 + 6.3 k€)

▪ Autumn 2025: 6 applications, 4 accepted (5.2 + 6.0 k€)

• In 2025 calls, the latter sum is for materials and equipment 15/01/2026 7

Funding for mobility and activities (2/2)



▪ DENSE annual seminars held in late August

• 2023 Design Factory, Aalto, Espoo 37 participants, 15 presentations

• 2024 Metsätalo, UH, Helsinki 47 participants, 15 presentations

• 2025 TUNI main building, Tampere 34 participants, 16 presentations

• 2026 ??? (tbd)

▪ Two days (not full) and dinner

• Starting with lunch and ending with afternoon coffee the favorite concept

• Participant feedback has been very positive, both on seminar contents and on 

networking opportunities
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Annual seminars (2023, 2024, 2025)
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ATS Ydintekniikka 3/2023 s. 14-15

An article about the first

annual seminar of DENSE

at Aalto Design Factory,

published in the member

magazine of Finnish

Nuclear Society.

The heading is a hyperlink

to the article.

https://bin.yhdistysavain.fi/1608821/b5oHKZnzJMXtKRnh4KXQ0_hysF/ATS%20Ydintekniikka_3-2023.pdf#page=14
https://bin.yhdistysavain.fi/1608821/b5oHKZnzJMXtKRnh4KXQ0_hysF/ATS%20Ydintekniikka_3-2023.pdf#page=14
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First annual seminar of DENSE at Aalto Design Factory



16 presentations in total

▪ Two keynotes (SKB, Steady Energy)

▪ Three stakeholder talks (GTK, Tuni, UofOulu)

▪ Two senior researcher presentations (UH, VTT)

▪ Nine PhD project presentations (Aalto*2, LUT*3, PSI, STUK, UEF, UH)

▪ Details on the next page
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DENSE Annual Seminar 2025 program (1/2)
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DENSE Annual Seminar 2025 program (2/2)



IF

 Your PhD research project is related with nuclear safety or nuclear waste management

 AND

 Your salary funding comes from any (legal) source

THEN

 Contact DENSE coordinator (see first page)

ENDIF

Welcome to join in DENSE network activities!

You may invite your supervisor and instructor, too.
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Joining instructions


	Slide 1: First years of the DENSE community – the Doctoral Education Network of SAFER
	Slide 2: Contents
	Slide 3: Background
	Slide 4: DENSE network in January 2026
	Slide 5: DENSE salary funding
	Slide 6: Funding for mobility and activities (1/2)
	Slide 7: Funding for mobility and activities (2/2)
	Slide 8: Annual seminars (2023, 2024, 2025)
	Slide 9: ATS Ydintekniikka 3/2023 s. 14-15
	Slide 10: First annual seminar of DENSE at Aalto Design Factory
	Slide 11: DENSE Annual Seminar 2025 program (1/2)
	Slide 12: DENSE Annual Seminar 2025 program (2/2)
	Slide 13: Joining instructions

